
TO ALL WARTBURG HIGH SCHOOL BAND 

MEMBERS: 

 

 

WELCOME!!! 

 

To those of you who are new to the high school band program: we look 

forward to having you participate in one of the most active and exciting 

activities at Wartburg Central High School. You need to realize, as we do, 

that you are the future of the band program at Wartburg. We encourage 

you and your family to become involved. It is an activity that takes some 

extra effort, but is extremely rewarding. 

 

To our returning members: you know what it takes to achieve success as a 

member of the Wartburg Central High School Band.  We expect you to 

continue our high achievement and improvement through pride and 

commitment. 

 

  

 

A Note About the Handbook 

 

Most of the “rules” in this handbook follow common sense. However, if they 

are not stated, it will leave the subject open for someone to say, “I didn’t 

know.” Any situations that, by chance, are not covered in this handbook will 

be handled at the discretion of the band director. Also many of the rules 

may seem unnecessary or extreme for your child. You must realize that, with 

the band, we are working with 30 or more students and not just 3 or 4 

children. You certainly would not have similar rules for your family, but with 

large numbers, they are necessary for a smooth running organization.  

 

 



*RULES FOR BAND 

 
1. Do the best job you possibly 

can. 

 

2. Act in a manner that positively 

represents Wartburg Central 

High School. 

 

3. Respect the rights and 

property of others and the 

school. 

 

4. Be on time and be prepared 

for all rehearsals and 



performances (including 

PENCILS) 

 

Wartburg Central High School 

Marching Bulldog Band 

 
As students, we understand that the purpose of these rules and regulations 

is intended for the best interests of individual members as well as to ensure 

the safety and wellbeing of the entire band. 

 

 

1. We will always uphold and demonstrate the highest standard of moral 

behavior in all that we say and do. 

2. We will honor the laws and existing policies of Wartburg Central High 

School concerning the use or possession of alcohol, cigarettes, 

chewing tobacco, illegal drugs (this is to exclude first aid, prescribed 

medications, etc.) and fireworks or firearms. 

3. We will respect and comply with the decisions and instruction of our 

leaders and chaperones at all times. In any area of question, we will 

seek their guidance. 

4. We will travel in groups of at least 3, preferably four; we will not go 

off alone. We will remain within the territorial boundaries that are 

permitted to our group. If a situation should arise that would make it 

necessary for us to leave the territory, we will ALWAYS let that 

director or a chaperone know where we need to go and approximately 

what time we can be expected to return. We will check in with the 

director or a chaperone who gave us permission to leave so they will 

know that we have returned safely. 

5. We will honor the times we are to be in our rooms, and we will play our 

music so that it can be heard only within our room with the door 

closed. 



6. We will offer positive, verbal praise and encouragement to each other 

individually, in our sections, and in the band. We will refrain from 

negative and pessimistic attitudes and behaviors that might be a 

detriment to morale. We will be encouragers and seek to better our 

band and ourselves. 

7. We will be good caretakers of all that is entrusted to us and to our 

use. We will be careful with our instruments realizing that someone 

worked hard to earn the money to pay for it. We will refrain from 

littering, and the destruction or misuse of all property. We want to be 

welcomed to return anywhere we have been. 

8. We will work to build the highest individual character and a good 

reputation for all whom we represent, for we are a reflection of our 

town, our school, our church, and our families. 

 

 

 

Grading and Attendance Policy 

 

The Wartburg Central High School Band is a performance-oriented 

organization. Being a member means being willing to give up some personal 

time for practice and performances. Lack of attendance or tardiness not 

only hurts the person who misses practice, but hurts the band program as a 

whole when time is lost re-teaching absentees. Since all absences hurt, there 

is no difference between excused and unexcused absences as far as 

rehearsal time goes. For this reason, any person who is absent from 

rehearsal will be responsible for finding out what he/she has missed as no 

rehearsal will be wasted in re-teaching absentees. Since the community 

judges the band by its performances not its practices, grading will be by 

these criteria. If a person has not learned his/her part before a 

performance adequately, he/she will not be allowed to perform and will be 

graded accordingly. 

 

Absences from performances hurt the performance as a whole. An absence 

shows up not just as a “hole” on the field but as an overall less than perfect 

performance. Any person who misses a performance excused will be required 

to do some type of makeup work (although it is impossible to “make up” a 

performance). 

 



Excused absences include serious illness or injury (Dr.’s note required) or 

death in the family. The director, if arranged far enough in advance, may 

possibly excuse other absences. Except for emergencies, NO absences will 

be excused unless arranged in advance with the director. Passing or failing 

due to an unexcused absence will be determined by the director based on 

the student’s part history, but in no case will less than 20 points be taken 

off the final grade for the six weeks. Any student not allowed to march or 

who has physical problems inhibiting marching will still be required to 

dress out in uniform and perform in the stands.  

 

Disturbances during rehearsals, whether verbal or non-verbal, are a 

detriment to proper learning. There will be no talking during class with the 

exception of the period between lessons or the periods before and after 

class. 

 

Please understand that you MUST be here for rehearsals and 

performances!!!! Please schedule doctor, dentist, and hair appointments on 

days when we DO NOT have practice. 

 

Other non-excused things: 

Sniffles 

Menstrual cramps 

Hair and nail appts. 

Sunburn 

Etc…. 

 

If you are not sick enough to require doctor care, then BE HERE!!!!! 

 

 

Added August 7, 2013----Grading Scale 

***Students missing after school rehearsals will be required to make up 

the time. Ms. Smith will give you options to choose from. Missing more 

than one practice during a week without DOCTOR NOTE means that you 

will not perform at the next Friday night game…but will still attend in 

full uniform. 

 

***Missing a performance (football game or contest) for any reason 

other than illness documented by a doctor means: 



8 points deducted from final grade, per missed performance. We have 

roughly 14 performances a semester. Do not miss a performance. This is 

a performance oriented class. If you are not going to perform (other 

than illness or death in the family) then why are you here? You are here 

because you love performing music. So be here. 

  

 

 

CELL PHONES 

 

Students are not allowed to have cell phones on during ANY rehearsal or 

performance. This is a MAJOR distraction, and also takes away from the 

little but valuable time we have together. However, in case of emergencies, 

the student may ask the director’s permission to use the phone. When we 

have breaks (for water, bathroom break, after a half-time performance, 

etc) the student may be allowed to use their phone. HOWEVER, as soon as 

rehearsal begins again, or performance, cell phones will be turned off! 

Anyone violating this procedure will be asked to give the phone to the 

director or chaperone on duty.  

 

Procedures for violation of rules 

 

The first offense will result in thirty (30) minutes of detention the day 

following the incident. The second offense will result in one-hour detention. 

If the first two procedures fail a conference with the principal will be 

initiated. The parents will be called if this does not prove helpful. As a last 

resort, the student may be removed from the band for the rest of the 

semester. 

 

 

Marching Band 

 

The Summer, Pre Camp and Band Camp 

 

1. Before the school year/band season begins- Practice Your 

Instrument 
2. For camp weeks: 



A. The student should dress comfortably in cool clothing; loose 

enough for good air circulation. 

B. Shoes, supportive enough for marching and marching and marching; 

with socks to prevent blisters, either cushioned or multiple pairs. 

C. A hat or cap to help with sun protection. 

D. Sunscreen 

E. Bring an insulated cup or mug to use while consuming plenty of 

liquids (water or Gatorade is best, as colas have caffeine and do funny 

things to the throat which hampers playing instruments well). 

 

 

Rehearsal Time During Marching Band 

 

Not only is the director’s time with rehearsals important, the 

student’s time outside of rehearsals is also important. For this reason 

a strict practice schedule will be arranged to help the student better 

schedule his/her time. There will be practices on Mondays and 

Tuesdays from 3:45 pm until 5:30 pm. Thursdays we will be practicing 

from 3:45-6:00. This schedule will not change unless noted by the 

director and at no time will extra rehearsals be held after these 

times unless the students themselves specifically request it. If this 

time is used wisely, it will be adequate for rehearsals and will allow 

time for students to study and pursue other interests. Please 

schedule doctor, dentist, haircuts, etc. around this time. We can only 

achieve more in less time if everyone is present for rehearsals. 

 

 

Stands Procedures 

 

1. Do not wear hats in stands or with your uniform (except regular 

marching band hat). If it is cold, stocking caps, earmuffs, or 

something for warmth are permissible. 

2. No outsiders are to be allowed in the band section. This includes 

alumni.  

3. There is to be no random playing of instruments at any time. Any 

section or solo cheers should be cleared with the director. 

4. At home games, sit in your assigned section (at away games and 

contests, seating will depend on the types of stands.) 



5. Flip-folders and music should be taken to all football games. It will 

not be necessary to take your flip-folder to contests. 

6. Do what the chaperones ask. They are there to help you. They are 

equipped with band-aids, pins, buttons, etc. 

 

Percussionists and Students Using School Owned Instruments 

 

Rental for school owned instruments is $25 per year. Any student using a 

school owned instrument will be required to sign a contract stating that 

he/she will pay repair costs if it is broken while checked out to him/her. 

This is only fair, as the school does not pay for repair on instruments owned 

by students. The band will provide maintenance on normal wear and tear 

before the instrument is checked out. The student is responsible for 

purchasing reeds, oil, and other such items for the school owned 

instruments. All drums will be supplied with new heads at the beginning of 

the marching season. But it will be the students’ responsibility to replace 

broken heads for the rest of the season. All sticks and mallets will be the 

responsibility of the percussionist. 

 

 

 

Band Fees 

 

 

It is costly to be a part of the band program. Uniforms, music, and staff to 

aid during band camp and throughout the year result in thousands of dollars 

for the band boosters to be paid. For this reason, we ask that each student 

pay $50, which includes bibbers, shoes, staff that will help your child in 

sectionals or privately, and also helps with purchase of gloves, music lyres, 

guard equipment, etc. This fee is lower than anyone else’s in TN.  Also, if you 

need to arrange a payment plan, that is perfectly fine. Please discuss that 

with Ms. Smith and she will have you fill out a form and you all can construct 

your own payment schedule. We DO NOT want anyone to miss out on being in 

the band program because of money of financial troubles. Talk to me or one 

of the band parent officers and we will make sure that your child is well 

taken care of.  

 

 



 

Thanks for all of the things that you do to make our growing band program 

successful. We are going to have a GREAT YEAR!!!! 

 

 

 

WE WILL HAVE A GREAT TIME!!! 

 

 

 

HARD WORK….GOING THE EXTRA MILE…..DOING YOUR VERY 

BEST….will result in EXCELLENCE and SUCCESS for the WCHS 

MARCHING BAND 

 
 

 


