
Creative Writing 
 
 “You get ideas from daydreaming. You get ideas from being bored. You get ideas all the time. 
 The only difference between writers and other people is we notice when we’re doing it.” 
 
     (quoth Neil Gaiman, an excellent and certainly creative author) 
 
Writing, like all skills, improves with use. The purpose of this course is to give writers a chance to flex 
those mental muscles and produce some (hopefully!) great work. Well-developed writing skills are sadly 
lacking in the world today and it is only all the more important that we do what we can to foster those 
skills in those that show such an inclination. 
 
First of all, understand that you will do a lot of writing in this class. If that isn’t going to work for you, 
then by all means, please sign up in the office for a schedule change! 
 
Now, that bit of unpleasantness out of the way, let us move on the class format. 
 
The general procedure is that we will spend each day learning a bit about the process of writing and 
practicing those skills. Homework is doing a bit of writing on a specific topic in the form of a journal. 
 
Grades are as follows: 
 
%-age Assignment  Description 

25% Writing Journals Half page each night on a given weekly topic, due on Fridays 
25% Projects  Longer writing assignments, one for each unit we study 
25% Daily Grades  In-class practice and participation 
25% Tests   Mid-term and final exams, format to be determined 
 
Required materials: 

 Pen or pencil 

 Paper 
 
(Wow, that is a lot!) 
 
There are three kinds of projects in this class: 
1. Capstone assignments for each writing unit (we’ll do several of these). 
2. The Lexicon Game (I’ll tell you more about this later). 
3. Publication of the literary magazine. 
 
Specific requirements for each project will be given when we get around to them but one of the most 
important will be the publication of the literary magazine. 
 
The Writing Journal is a collection of short (1/2 – 1 page) entries all on a weekly topic. Have the week’s 
journals ready to turn in on Friday and be prepared to read one of your entries aloud in class. 


