
Modern Novels B 
 
 “Literature is the thought of thinking souls.”  
 
    (Thomas Carlyle, Scottish philosopher, writer, historian, and teacher) 
 
Welcome to the CHS Modern Novels B class! The purpose of this course is to give students a chance to 
read and discuss some of the modern era’s most important books. The class format will be largely 
discussion-based with a fairly extensive amount of reading at home. 
 
This part is especially important: if you do not plan on actually doing the reading, I suggest you find 
another class to take. Expect to read fifteen to twenty pages of reading each night. If this is not 
something you plan to do, there is a sign-up sheet for schedule changes in the office. 
 
Now, with that unpleasantness out of the way, please take a moment to review these books (the 
internet is useful for this purpose). The books have been selected based on (1) their appearance on 
college reading lists, (2) their relevance to younger readers, (3) suggestions from other teachers, and (4) 
the instructor’s personal preference.  
 
The reading list for our class is as follows: 
 
 Silvey, Craig: Jasper Jones (2009) 

 Knowles, John: A Separate Peace (1959) 

 Jackson, Shirley: The Haunting of Hill House (1959) 

 Morrison, Toni: Sula (1973) 

 Vonnegut, Kurt: Slaughterhouse-Five (1969) 
 
If you find that any of the books are objectionable to you, please bring it to my attention as soon as 
possible and we can work out alternate arrangements. 
 
 
 
Grades will be determined as follows: 
 
Percentage Assignment  Description 

25%  Reading Quizzes We will have a short quiz every few chapters. 
25%  Projects  Creative assignments, one for each book we read. 
25%  Daily Grades  In-class discussion, practice, and participation. 
25%  Tests   Mid-term and final exams, format to be determined. 
 
 
Required materials: 

 Pen or pencil 

 Paper 

 Whatever book we are reading (these will be provided for you, just remember to bring it to 
class!) 


